National and Provincial Departments
Incorporate risk reducing natural resource trading into pro-poor development policies and strategies (for example, Sustainable Development Strategy, Rural Development Strategy, Provincial Growth and Development Strategies, National Forest Action Programme, etc.). 6 Recognise that natural resource commercialisation is just one of several strategies households use to make ends meet. Work across sectors, departments and with lower spheres of government to ensure an integrated approach to tackling rural poverty. 6 Recognise the contribution that the trade in natural resources makes to the poorest sectors of society and don't dismiss it because of its local nature. 6 Provide a framework for institutional support to the natural resource trade, which may include new forms of micro-credit access, training, marketing support, etc. that can be implemented at a local government level. 6 Provide the policy and legal environment to facilitate access to natural resources on State land and to minimise barriers to trading. 6 Support research into new products, new markets and systems for sustainable management of the resource. 6 Develop campaigns to promote traditional natural resource based-products for their cultural value that will help expand domestic markets. 6 Develop incentives for the private sector to get more involved in the natural resource product trade, whether it be providing access to raw material or markets.
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?
HOW CAN GOVERNMENT MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Prepared by Sheona Shackleton (s.shackleton@ru.ac.za) Rhodes University Government Conservation Agencies 6 Support access to sustainable harvesting of key natural resources on State land. 6 Institute systems for the regulation and sustainable management of these resources that involve local producers and take cognisance of local knowledge and harvesting practices. 6 Provide support and expertise for the management of these resources on neighbouring private, municipal and communal land. 6 Undertake relevant research to assess sustainable harvesting levels for key resources, but do this in a proactive and adaptive way rather than using it as an excuse to keep harvesters out. 6 Develop means for communicating with producers and inform them of any management activities (for example, fire management) that may impact on areas used for resource harvesting. 6 Explore alternatives for making the resource available, such as cultivation.
6 Support the marketing of products produced from natural resources at a policy and practical level (for example, some parks have craft marketing policies designed to support local producers). 6 Work with producers to increase their awareness of resource management issues and train them in any special harvesting techniques. 
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